


























AP World History: Modern Prep 

and 13 years later, the question of Spanish succession was settled. Philip V, the grandson, was 
able to rule Spain, but Spain couldn't combine with France, and France had to give up much of 
its territory to England, a country that then became even more powerful. 

The bottom line is that Colbert and Louis XIV's many territorial invasions and wars proved 
costly and ineffective. France remained powerful, but by the 18th century, its position as a mil
itary power was weakening. Nevertheless, by 1750, its position as a center for arts was firmly 
established. 

4. German Areas (The Holy Roman Empire, Sort of)
The situation in German and Slavic areas of central Europe during this time period was 
complicated. The Holy Roman Empire wasn't really in Rome but rather in present-day Austria 

and parts of Germany and surrounding regions because 
Italy was controlled by ruling families in the Italian city

Contrast Them: Germany with Spain, 

England, and France 
Germany unified under a central government much 
later than Spain, England, and France did. You'll 
read about German unification in the next chapter. 
You won't read about a huge German empire in 
the New World or a strong German monarchy, 
because for centuries Germany remained caught 
in a complicated web of rulers of the Holy Roman 
Empire, the Hapsburgs of Austria, and the princes 
of city-states. It was also a tangle of religious 
movements, because it was at the heart of the 
Protestant Reformation. 

states. The Holy Roman Empire geographically dominated 
the region, but was also still very feudal with lots of local 
lords running their own shows. Therefore, the Holy Roman 
Emperor was pretty weak. 1h is is further complicated by the 
rise of the powerful Hapsburg family of Austria, which, as 
we already stated, kept intermarrying so that it dominated 
not only substantial territory within the Holy Roman 
Empire but also Spain and parts of Italy. It was compl_icated 
further by the fact that northern Germany was essentially 
a collection of city-states, such as Brandenburg, Saxony, 
and Prussia. Finally, remember that northern Germany 
went Lutheran during the Protestant Reformation, while 
southern areas of the Holy Roman Empire stayed Catholic, 
along with Spain and France. Got it? It's nutty, so we're 
going to hit only the highlights, or else your head will be 
spinning. 

You need to grasp the following three things from this time period: 

• The Holy Roman Empire lost parts of Hungary to the Ottoman Turks
in the early 16th century (this is discussed in the section on the Ottoman
Empire).

• The Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) devastated the region and significantly
weakened the role of the Holy Roman emperors, leading to the rise of hun
dreds of nation-states in the region in the 19th century.

• By the 18th century, the northern German city-states, especially Prussia,
were gaining momentum and power.
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